[image: image1.wmf]
June 08, 2010           

FINAL NOTIFICATION: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHAT:
Austin Dancers Academy Presents, “Stand-Up, Speak Out, Make A Difference!”
Bi-Annual Live Musical Dance Production Fundraiser

WHO:


Non-profit, 501-C3 Organization Austin Dancers Academy www.austindancersacademy.org
WHEN:

Saturday, June 12th, 2010 at 6PM

WHERE:

West Las Vegas Library Theatre, 951 W. Lake Mead Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89106
WHY:
“Keeping Kids in Step to a Brighter Future!!!”
The Austin Dancers Academy, (ADA), dancers and L.A. Connection band are rehearsing feverishly as they prepare for the bi-annual fundraiser Saturday, June 12th.  For 16 years now the ADA has held this event right here in Las Vegas, each year with a different theme. This year’s theme is about those that have stood up, spoken out and made a difference against the odds. Produced and directed by ADA’s Artistic Director, Debbie Williams.  This event is for all ages. 
The real news:   It has been proven that cultural arts programs prevent crime, improve classroom grades, school attendance and self esteem in children.  The Austin Dancers Academy has been instrumental in providing performing arts instruction that has led to improved grades, overcoming shyness as well as the development of character in their students.  ADA parents can attest to this. With so many cuts to extracurricular activities in the Valley’s schools the need for programs like this is becoming more essential.  Can we count on your news organization to spread the word about the positive difference one organization has been committed to making in the lives of neighborhood children for the last 44 years?   

One of the immediate benefits of recreational activities is that they fill unsupervised after-school hours. The Department of Education has reported that youths are most likely to commit crimes between 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., with crime rates peaking at 3 p.m. Recreation programs allow youths to connect with other adults and children in the community. Such positive friendships may assist children in later years. Youth programs are designed to fit the personalities and skills of different children and may include sports, dancing, music, rock climbing, drama, karate, bowling, art, and other activities. –Juvenile Delinquency Article, www.laywer.com
Tickets can be purchased or reserved by calling (702) 242-9551 or (702) 845-7056

· Press is invited to view the performance.  (Seats will be provided to ticket holders only.)

· Advance Ticket Prices: Adult $18.00  Child  $12.00

CONTACT INFO:
Interviews and sponsorship opportunities: 

Mari Nightingale (702) 845-7056 or Email: 1111evolution@gmail.com
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AUSTIN DANCERS ACADEMY HISTORY
HERSTORY - In 1966 Aramentel Austin took a hard look at her New York neighborhood’s children.  Sadly enough she envisioned a future in which these young people might become nothing more than a statistic.  She asked herself, “Where is the hope for these children?” “Who will guide them into becoming productive citizens?”; “Who will save our children from the streets of Queens.”  Ms. Austin took the plight of her neighborhood children as her own by making it a personal mission and claimed, “I will be the one to make a difference; I will make it my responsibility!” It was 44 years ago that she dedicated her life to giving back to her community through the creative arts program now known as the Austin Dancers Academy, (ADA). After relocating to Las Vegas, NV in 1993, the mission continued as she saw the need for children to have recreational activities in which they can use their physicality and creativity.

ADA Founder and CEO Mrs. Austin carries on the tradition of providing a creative outlet for children. Classes in jazz, tap, swing dance, drama and drumming are regularly available as after-school activities for youth and adults alike. The ADA has a dance studio located in Imagine 100 Academy of Excellence Charter School that has a performing arts designation, located at 2341 Comstock Drive in North Las Vegas.

Artistic Director, Debbie Williams, Assistant Artistic Director, Chazz Young and Musical Director, L.A. work as ADA instructors bringing with them impressive resumes. Mr. Young and Ms. Williams both began as Norma Miller dancers. L.A. is an accomplished percussionist and all have performed with greats such as Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Redd Foxx, Gregory Hines, Dizzy Gillespie, Eubie Blake, Ashford & Simpson and Melba Moore just to name a few.   27 year old James Richard is also an ADA dance instructor that began as an Austin Dancer at the age of 15.  These energizing stage productions are themed and choreographed by Ms. Williams with the help of Mr. Young, who also happens to be the son of the legendary Ambassador of the Lindy Hop, Frankie Manning. All productions are presented with live music arranged and directed by L.A.

Noted as a professional musical therapist, L.A. has taught in New York City public schools for over 25 years developing programs revolving around music therapy and the positive effect it has on children in general, but also children with autism. This highly unique program provides autistic children opportunities to reach their highest learning potential.  It has been found that autistic children have a strong response to music, especially the drum.  The drum is a great vehicle for treatment of mental disorders, speech or language impairment, dyslexia, brain injury, anxiety and depression. The program has helped children in such areas as: physical rehabilitation; developmental and learning disabilities; overall mental health; cognitive skills; high communication skills; self expression; inner creativity; and, improved verbal skills.

L.A. relocated to Las Vegas from New York, NY February 2010 and although she has always been a part of the ADA since its inception was immediately hired by the Smith Center for the Performing Arts as a member of their educational outreach program.  L.A. will be giving instruction to other educators on the fundamentals and techniques used to incorporate musical arts for increased learning and better retention in their own students.  
This 40+ year trek has been a family affair as L.A. and Debbie Williams are the daughters of Aramentel Austin and Chazz Young has been her best friend just as long.  Henry Austin has also had a vital role as the unwavering support system for the entire family as he and Mrs. Austin recently celebrated 58 years together May 3rd, 2010.

ADA is a non-profit 501-C3 organization that receives most of its funding through private donations, an annual grant from the Nevada Arts Council and community fundraisers.  Due to Nevada’s economic stress the past few years donations have declined and grant amounts reduced. Many of the children that participate are underprivileged or at-risk youth that now more than ever need recreational activities that keep them interested in school and give them a creative outlet after school. As we all know, many schools have reduced or eliminated all together, any extracurricular activities due to serious budget cuts.  The ADA has been proven effective in assisting children improve grades, works as a deterrent from gang participation and discourages teenage pregnancy. Keeping this organization thriving and not just surviving is the ultimate goal as we “Keep Kids in Step to a Brighter Future!” 
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